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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with th correspond nee address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROiVI 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, liowover, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the OtTice later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim{s) 9=15 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1^8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 18 October 2001 is/are: a}\3 accepted or b)l3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing{s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 13 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action orfomri PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1.78. 



Attachment(s) 

1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Ottier: 



u s Paleni and Trademari< Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 20031124 



Application/Control Number: 10/041,956 
Art Unit: 2878 



Page : 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . As set forth in MPEP § 609: 

37 CFR 1.98(b) requires that cacli item of information in an IDS be 
identified properly. U.S. patents must be identified by tlic inventor, patent number, 
and issue date. U.S. patent application publications must be identified by the 
applicant, patent application publication number, and publication date. U.S. 
applications must be identified by the inventor, the eight digit application number 
(the two digit series code and the six digit serial number), and the filing date. If a U.S. 
application being listed in an IDS has been issued as a patent, the applicant should 
list the patent in the IDS instead of the application. Each foreign patent or published 
foreign patent application must be identified by the country or patent office which 
issued the patent or published the application, an appropriate document number, and 
the publication date indicated on the patent or published application. Each 
publication must be identified by publisher, author (if any), title, relevant pages of the 
publication, date and place of publication. The date of publication supplied must 
include at least the month and year of publication, except that the year of publication 
(without the month) will be accepted if the applicant points out in the information 
disclosure statement that the year of publication is sufficiently ciirlier than the 
effective U.S. filing date and any foreign priority date so that the particular month of 
publication is not in issue. The place of publication refers to the name of the journal, 
magazine, or other publication in which the information being submitted was 
published. 

The errors in the infonnation disclosure statement cannot be considered a matter of 
inadvertence in view of the presence of the INID codes on the documcnt(s), see MPKP § 901.05(b). 

2. The information disclosure statement filed May 10, 2002 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(3) because it docs not include a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently 
understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of 
the information, of each patent listed that is not in the English language. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. 
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Oath/Declaration 

3. The application data sheet submitted October 18, 2001 has a plethora of errors in setting 

forth the city of residence and the mailing address for inventor KASSOVSKl. Note also that the 

postal code for inventors VEIILINDEN and DIEl^ has not been set forth with the proper label. 

Any error in the filing receipt regarding the name of the assignee, as alleged in the letter of March 

12, 2002, is the fault of the applicant in view of the information set forth in the application data 

sheet. The Examiner suspects that the name of the street in the mailing address for inventor 

I-CASSOVSKI is spelled wrong. Accordingly, the application datasheet submitted October 18, 2001 

is objected to for at least the following reasons: 

It does not identify the mailing address of each inventor. A mailing address is an address at 
which an inventor customarily receives his or her mail and may be either a home or business 
address. The mailing address should include the ZIP Code designation. The mailing address 
may be provided in an application data sheet or a supplemental oath or declaration. See 37 
CFR 1.63(c) and 37 CFR 1.76. 

It does not identify the city and either state or foreign country of residence of each inventor. 
The residence information may be provided on either on an application data sheet or 
supplemental oath or declaration. 

Drawings 

4. Fig. 1 should be designated by a legend such as —Prior Art- because only that which is old is 
illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

5. Because acceptable units generally have internationally recognized symbols and names, it is 
not permissible to use abbreviations for their unit symbols or names, such as sec (for either s or 
second), sq. mm (for cither mm" or square millimeter), cc (for either cm' or cubic centimeter), mms 
(for cither min or minutes), hrs (for either h or hours), lit (for either L or liter), amps (for cither A or 
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amperes), AMU (for either u or unified -atomic mass unit), or mps (for either m/s or meter per 
second). 

Note the use of "Kohm," "dcgC," and "nanoAmps" when kiloohm (or kQ), degree Celsius 
(or °C), and nanoampcrc (or nA) is called for by the metric system. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Cliums 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the processor" in line 9. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. The word "processor" cannot refer to the processing circuit 
established in line 5 in view of the explicit reference thereto following this clause. The balance of the 
claims is rejected on the basis of their dependence. 
Response to Submlssion(s) 

8. The papers filed on April 23, 2002 (certificate of mailing dated April 12, 2002) have not been 
made part of the permanent records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office (Office) for 
this application (37 CFR 1.52(a)) because of damage from the United States Postal Service 
irradiation process. The above-identified papers, however, were not so damaged as to preclude the 
USPTO from making a legible copy of such papers. Therefore, the Office has made a copy of these 
papers, substituted them for the originals in the file, and stamped that copy: 

COPY OF PAPERS 
ORIGINALLY FIL]^:D 



If applicant wants to review the accuracy of the Office's copy of such papers, applicant may either 
inspect the application (37 CFR 1.14(d)) or may request a copy of the Office's records of such 
papers {i.e., a copy of the copy made by the Office) from the Office of Public Records for the fee 
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specified in 37 CFR 1.19(b)(4). Please do not call the 'I'echnology Center's Customer Service Center 
to inquiry about the completeness or accuracy of Office's copy of the above-identified papers, as the 
I'echnology Center's Customer Service Center will not be able to provide this service. 

If applicant docs not consider the Office's copy of such papers to be accurate, applicant must 
provide a copy of the above-identified papers (except for any U.S. or foreign patent documents 
submitted with the above-identified papers) with a statement that such copy is a complete and 
accurate copy of the originally submitted documents. If applicant provides such a copy of the 
above-identified papers and statement within THREE MONTHS of the mail date of this Office 
action, the Office will add the original mailroom date and use the copy provided by applicant as the 
permiinent Office record of the above-identified papers in place of tlie copy made by the Office. 
Otherwise, the Office's copy will be used as the permanent Office record of the above-identified 
papers (i.e., the Office v/ill use the copy of the above-identified papers made by the Office for 
examination and all other purposes). I'his three-month period is not extendable. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

9. Claims 9-15 are allowed. 

10. Claims 1-8 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

1 1 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of iillowable subject matter: the 
primary reason for indicating allowance of claims 1-15 is the connection (coupling) of the center 
point of the element (series) to the processing circuit. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Looper discloses a device which could comprise a thermocouple (column 3, lines 10-11) 
in which a processing circuit has Kvo inputs 2, 3 coupled to the sensing element to differentially 
analy/:e the signals; note the common connection at 10. 

13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Constantine Hannah er whose telephone number is (703) 308-4850. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 1 '"riday with flexible hours. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
David P. Porta can be reached on (703) 308-4852. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is iussigned is (703) 872-9318. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 



ch 




Pifmafy&aminer 



